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This brief topic summary is required of all ENVS 220 students as a preliminary step in defining 
their own concentrations. Students explore relevant topics primarily via resources compiled by 
ENVS, summarizing them in terms of key questions, then soliciting input from key CAS faculty. 

Why am I interested in this topic 
 
As a lover of the outdoors, I've spent a lot of time being an "ecotourist." Unique natural features, like waterfalls 
are what generally spike my interest in a certain place. Tourism itself is also interesting as I am curious as to what 
draws certain people to visit certain places. Links between tourism and religious pilgrimage in Japan also spiked my 
interest during the Mt. Fuji program.  
 
Key question #1: What role did religious pilgrimage play in the formation of modern tourism? 
The evolution of tourism began largely due to pilgrimage to sacred places. Influxes of pilgrims visiting holy sites 
prompted development of basic services for travelers and famed pilgrimage routes were a precursor to future 
sightseeing tour developments (Tourism, 2008). Religious pilgrimage went hand in hand with the development of 
tourism in Japan, especially on Mt. Fuji. The draw of Mt. Fuji allowed local villages on the more hostile north side 
to enjoy economic stability due to the presence of pilgrims (Blacker, 1984).  
 
Key question #2: How does ecotourism affect local communities? 
Ecotourism involves travel to natural areas with the intent of enjoying pristine beauty while benefiting the local 
community. Ecotourism affects local communities by giving economic support to rural areas that may not 
experience it otherwise. It also mixes cultures and expands their capacity to house more tourists (Adamson, 2016). 
Although ecotourism is supposed to leave minimal impact on the surrounding landscape, increased visitation to 
pristine ecosystems has degrading effects. Also, local communities don’t always reap the full economic benefits 
(Dougherty, 2009).  
 
Key question #3: How can one be an ecocentric tourist? 
Many ecotourists desire a more anthropocentric tourism experience with a “shallow” view of the landscape they 
are visiting. Such views lead to disregard for local ecosystems and exploitation of ecotourist ideals (Acott, 1998). 
Ecocentric tourism implies a deeper connection with the place of travel and respect for the local ecosystems. 
These outcomes require knowledge and appreciation of the area one is visiting. Responsible tourism enforced 
through regulations can help steer people towards the direction of ecocentrism (Fennell, 2008).  
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